George Gallup
123 College Street, Iowa City, IA 52242
george-gallup@uiowa.edu | 319-555-1234
March 15, 20xx
Hiring Committee
Cedar Rapids Community School District
2500 Edgewood Road NW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405
Dear Hiring Committee:
Please accept my application for K–8 special education teaching opportunities within the Cedar Rapids Community School District. In May 20xx, I will graduate from the University of Iowa with a Bachelor of Arts in Special Education and will be eligible for Iowa teaching licensure with a K–8 Instructional Strategist I: Mild/Moderate endorsement. The district’s commitment to preparing every learner for the future aligns with my belief that students thrive when instruction responds to their strengths and needs while building confidence and independence.
Through field experiences and student teaching, I have supported elementary and middle school students with a range of academic and behavioral needs in special education and general education settings. During student teaching, literacy progress-monitoring data helped me identify skill gaps and adjust small groups as students’ needs changed. To address those gaps, I incorporated visual supports, modeled examples, and guided practice while maintaining high expectations for each learner. These strategies increased participation and supported instruction aligned with individual goals.
My preparation has also included contributing to individualized education programs, documenting progress, and communicating with families and educational teams. Developing measurable goals and using data to evaluate instruction have been important parts of this work. Through collaboration with classroom teachers, paraeducators, and related service providers, I have helped establish consistent routines and accommodations that support students’ access to instruction alongside their peers.
Understanding each student as an individual is central to my teaching approach. My goal is to create structured, welcoming environments where students understand expectations, feel comfortable seeking help, and recognize their growth. I am especially committed to strengthening the academic, problem-solving, and self-advocacy skills students will use throughout their education.
Thank you for considering my application. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my preparation in specialized instruction, collaborative approach, and commitment to inclusive education could support students throughout the Cedar Rapids Community School District.
Sincerely,
George Gallup
