Abigail Van Buren
Iowa City, IA | Abigail-VanBuren@uiowa.edu | 319.555.7890

April 26, 20XX
[First and Last Name]
Principal
Cooper Elementary School
2420 14th Ave North
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
Dear Ms./Mr./Dr. [Last Name]:
I am excited to apply for the First-Grade Teacher position at Cooper Elementary School. In May, I will earn a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education from the University of Iowa and qualify for an Iowa teaching license with endorsements in K–6 Reading and K–6 English Language Arts. I am particularly drawn to Cooper’s emphasis on strong relationships, high-quality instruction, and a school environment in which students feel supported and included. These priorities closely reflect the type of classroom community I hope to create.
Through student teaching and field experiences, I have learned to use observation, student work, and formative assessment to make thoughtful instructional decisions. I have supported developing readers through phonics instruction, word study, visual supports, and flexible grouping. During a unit comparing folktales, for example, I modeled academic language, incorporated visuals, and provided multilingual learners with structured opportunities to discuss their ideas before writing. These adjustments increased student participation and helped learners demonstrate their understanding with greater confidence.
I have also developed a strong appreciation for the role that families and colleagues play in student success. At McKinley Elementary School, I worked with teachers, families, and the Parent Teacher Organization to support a school-wide fundraiser for playground improvements. My experiences as a Hawkeye Guide and volunteer at University of Iowa Health Care further strengthened my ability to communicate with children and families from a variety of backgrounds.
I would welcome the opportunity to contribute my experience with literacy instruction, differentiated support, and relationship-building to Cooper Elementary. I am equally eager to learn from colleagues who share a strong commitment to helping young students grow academically, socially, and personally. Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to the opportunity to discuss how my preparation and teaching approach could contribute to the Cooper Elementary community.
Sincerely,
Abigail Van Buren
