Wallace Carothers
Iowa City, IA | 319-555-2223 | wallacecarothers@uiowa.edu

May 25, 20XX
[First and Last Name]
Principal
Solon High School
600 West Fifth Street
Solon, IA 52333
Dear Ms./Mr./Dr. [Last Name]:
I am excited to apply for the High School Mathematics Teacher position at Solon High School. In May, I will earn a degree in Mathematics Education from the University of Iowa and qualify for an Iowa teaching license in 5–12 Mathematics. Because I completed a practicum at Solon, I had the opportunity to observe the school’s high expectations for students and its commitment to making learning rigorous and relevant. I would be pleased to return as a teacher and contribute to that work.
During my practicum at Solon and student teaching at West Branch High School, I planned standards-aligned lessons and used student work and formative assessment to guide instruction. In one lesson on decimal division, students worked in small groups to create and solve real-world problems and explain their reasoning. Their responses helped me identify common misconceptions and determine which students needed additional modeling or practice.
I also incorporated interactive activities and digital tools to give students multiple ways to engage with mathematical concepts and demonstrate their understanding. These experiences reinforced my belief that students are more willing to take on challenging work when expectations are clear, feedback is purposeful, and they understand how the content connects to broader goals.
I am especially interested in Solon’s focus on helping students connect classroom learning to future academic and career opportunities. That emphasis reflects the kind of mathematics teacher I hope to become—one who helps students build confidence, communicate their thinking, and recognize the value of mathematics beyond a single assignment or assessment.
I would be honored to contribute to Solon High School’s mathematics program and support students as they develop confidence, persistence, and skill in mathematics. Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to the opportunity to discuss how my experiences and approach to teaching align with the needs of your school.
Sincerely,
Wallace Carothers

